Letter writing guide
Use the following points as a guide to develop letters to the editor of your local and metropolitan daily newspapers. Please use your own words.
Letter: Protect our essential water supplies
The Illawarra Escarpment receives the most reliable rainfall in the Sydney Region.

With climate change upon us, we cannot afford to let coal mining operations damage the best water catchments in Sydney along the escarpment.
Longwall mining of coal causes extensive cracking in the ground above.

Longwall mining causes loss of stream flows. 
Headwater swamps have dried out due to the cracking of the rocks underneath them. These damaged swamps can no longer provide stream flows during drought times.
Premier Morris Iemma must ensure that the ability of our drinking water catchments to collect and transmit water is unaffect by longwall coal mining.

Letter: Our water supply catchments must be protected
The dams south of Sydney are under serious threat due to damaging coal mining.

The beds of the Waratah Rivulet, Native Dog Creek and Wongawilli Creek are cracked and not longer hold water due to longwall mining that has extracted the coal beneath the water supply catchment. More damaging mining is planned in our water supply catchments.
The Iemma Government must take responsibility for the poor regulation of destructive coal mining of environmentally sensitive areas, including water catchments. 
AN ALTERNATIVE TO THE ABOVE POINT COULD BE:
A bipartisan approach to protecting our water supply catchments from cracking damage must be adopted.
Letter: Coal mining inquiry needs to be strengthened
The inquiry announced by Frank Sartor last December will fail to prevent damage to our water supply catchments unless extra controls on mining come into effect before new mining approvals are issued.
A moratorium on new mining approvals should operate until the inquiry hands down its findings.
The range and scope of the inquiry need to be broadened to include the protection of water supply catchments and water supply infrastructure.

Currently there is a strong mining industry bias in its terms of reference and in the expert panel.
The inquiry should be broadened to examine the threats posed to our drinking water supplies from longwall coal mining.

The terms of reference for the inquiry should give priority to catchment preservation above coal extraction otherwise it will be an industry whitewash.

The experts should focus on preserving the water catchments, rather than on the economic impacts of environmental protection measures.

